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It is a commonplace of anti-Semitic propaganda to
accuse the Jews of being political revolutionaries.
The part which Jews are alleged to have played in the
Bolshevik Revolution in Russia is the chief piece of
evidence adduced in support of the accusation* It
is true that a considerable number of Russian Jews
supported the Revolution. That is not surprising
in view of the persecution and poverty which had
been their lot. You cannot kick a man and com-
plain if he cries. Still, as has been proved again
and again, the number of Bolsheviks descended
from Jews is much smaller than is alleged. In the
Western countries it is doubtful whether the number
of Jews among the social revolutionaries is larger than
would be their normal proportion. If it is, the
explanation would lie in the large number among them
who live in poverty, which is the mother of revolution.
In England and America there are no Jews among the
leaders of Communism. In Germany a few simple
facts disprove the Nazis* oft-repeated charge that the
Jews were responsible for Communism* In the last
free election in Germany nearly 6,000,000 votes were
cast for Communism. The total number of Jews in
Germany, including men, women, children, and infants
in arms was less than 600,000. Yet the German anti-
Semites say that the danger of Communism came from